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MONTANA  STATE!  LIBRARY 
15)5  E.  6di  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


March  28,  1985 

Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Ronan  Auto  Salvage 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Poison 

Paddy  R.  Trusler,  Administrator,  Land  Services  Dept.,  Courthouse,  Poison 
LeRoy  D.  Lake,  720  Benjamin  NW,  Ronan 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol,  Helena 
x>  Harold  Chambers,  State  Library,  Helena 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  |_LeRoy  D.  Lake 
d.b.a.  Ronan  Auto  Salvage,  Ronan. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Sincerely:, 


J lu— o ‘ U. . / 

Thomas  M.  Ellerhoff 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


Jg 

Ends. 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


\ 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 

PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Division/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Project  or  Application  LeRoy  D.  Lake  dba/Ronan  Auto  Salvage 

Description  of  Project  Establishing  and  licensing  a new  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility 
north  of  Ronan,  Montana. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENV I RONMENT 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Ai r quali  ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


u . , , Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 
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DHES/ESD-1 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


2. 


4. 

5. 

6. 


7. 


8. 

9. 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 


14. 


Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distrv 
bution  of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown 
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Comments 

Attached 


on 

Pages 


Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 
which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  Nnt  nprp^a>.y 

PER  Prepared  by:__IhQiaa^  M,  nwhnff 

Date:  March  28,  1985 

DHES/ESD-2 


GENERAL  COMMENTS 


Ronan  Auto  Salvage  proposes  to  establish  a licensed  wrecking  facility  north 
of  Ronan  on  9.27  acres.  This  site  was  formerly  a wrecking  yard,  also  called 
Ronan  Auto  Salvage  (SE1/4,  NE1/4,  S25,  T21N,  R20W). 

The  proposal  has  been  reviewed  by  the  Lake  County  Land  Services  Department. 

The  department  certified  that  the  planned  wrecking  facility  will  be  in  compliance 
with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances. 

State  law  requires  junk  vehicles  to  be  shielded  from  public  view,  which  is  a 
point  six  feet  above  the  center  of  any  public  road.  The  proposed  site  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  old  U.S.  Highway  93  and  private  property  on  the  north, 
south  and  west. 

The  yard  is  shielded  from  the  old  highway  by  a berm,  however  the  problem  area 
is  the  west  boundary.  Although  the  present  wrecking  yard  is  approximately 
a third  of  a mile  due  east  of  the  present  U.S.  Highway  93,  it  can  be  seen  by 
passing  motorists  (Map  #1). 

The  owner  of  the  facility,  LeRoy  D.  Lake,  plans  to  screen  the  yard  in  three 
stages.  The  first  phase  would  be  to  erect  a 600-foot  fence  running  north  and 
south  to  screen  the  wrecking  yard  from  motorists  traveling  along  U.S.  93. 

It  would  be  done  in  accordance  with  the  standards  in  Rule  16.14.202  ARM. 

This  would  be  completed  by  July  15,  1985. 

Lake  and  his  brother  own  20  acres  of  land  just  west  of  the  proposed  yard. 

From  the  wrecking  facility  the  land  slopes  down  to  the  property,  then  rolls 
up  again  as  it  proceeds  toward  the  highway.  An  adjacent  property  owner  owns 
the  land  between  the  Lakes  and  U.S.  93.  This  land  has  a conifer  windbreak 
running  north  and  south  along  a ridge.  A break  in  the  tree-lined  shelterbelt 
enables  motorists  to  see  the  Lake  wrecking  yard.  With  the  consent  of  the  land- 
owner,  Lake  proposes  to  plant  conifers  in  the  gap.  If  planted  this  year,  Lake 
believes  the  gap  will  be  adequately  screened  in  five  years. 

The  third  phase  would  be  to  build  a berm  along  the  property  line  that  separates 
the  wrecking  yard  from  the  Lake  brother's  20  acres.  This  would  be  done  in 
seven  to  ten  years. 


Approaching  the  property  from  the  north,  along  old  Highway  93,  some  wrecked 
vehicles  can  be  observed,  however  these  will  be  moved  south  to  a point  screened 
by  the  quonset  office/garage  facility.  As  expansion  occurs,  and  if  vehicles 
can  be  observed  from  this  route  of  travel,  the  area  will  have  to  be  either 
bermed  or  screened  with  a fence  or  vegetation. 
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MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIEKTPq 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  WRECKING 

APPLICATION  FOR  LICENSE 

Complete  this  form  and  return  with  attachments  to: 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


7. 


8. 


■/■e  My A.  / 'Ti-fje 


FACILITY 


DUANE.  ROBERTSON  CHIEF 
Solid  Waste  Mangement  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Name  of  applicant: 

Name  of  facility:  y/  d,,T„  , 

^ * CD 


Address:  */ 


A 


* >7' 


hJ  //V 


? 7 ' 

Size  and  legal  description  of  facility:  ^ , Q 4 S rfr  tlL , ^^£-AJFL 

ALWif  rfraT'fiYl  \77v)fl  <L'P>  3-L  t/tfy-Th  ; y,4r 

22s — f The 0_U  /?jyiZh  AuTk>  cr  r 

If  you  are  not  the  owner  of  the  premises,  give  name  and  address  of  lessor  who 
holds  title  to  the  property: 


7.  V-  4-  r y 


Name: 


Address : 


6.  Attachments:  a.  Map  of  city  or  county  showing  proposed  location  of  facility.' 

b.  Drawing  of  proposed  facility  showing  especially  the  tvpe  and 

adequacy  of  shielding  of  facility  from  public  view  and  location 
of  buildings. 

I hereby  certify  that  the  site  of  the  planned  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  is 
in  accordance  with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances.  (To  be°signed  by 
apprcpriate^Pocal  government, official  having  knowledge  of  local  zoning  ordinances) 

a 


TITLE: 


OF 


: 


(city 


rv\  . 


or  county) 

Date  (year  and  month)  that  your  facility  will  begin  operation:  Altt-Y,  ! / <?  ^ 

SIGNATORE  OF  APPLICANT:  PHONE:,^)  A,/.??}, 

TITLE:,/?, Vteg^./p DATE:  /£- 


